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Material Event
Bharti Airtel Limited (Bharti) has announced its quarterly results (Q4 FY2018) on April 24, 2018. The company reported
operating income of Rs. 19,634 crore and OPBDITA of Rs. 7,005 crore in Q4 FY2018 as compared to operating income of
Rs. 21,935 crore and OPBDITA of Rs. 7,906 crore in Q4 FY2017. The company has also reported increase in net debt to Rs.
95,229 crore as on March 31, 2018 from Rs. 91,400 crore as on March 31, 2017.

Impact of the Material Event
The rating remains unchanged at the earlier rating of [ICRA]AA+(Stable)/[ICRA]A1+ as the pressure on debt coverage
metrics of the company is expected to be addressed over medium to long term by inorganic deleveraging initiatives
underway. Going forward, trend of company’s pricing and EBITDA generation, along with progress on the existing and
new deleveraging initiatives would be key rating sensitivities.
ICRA takes note of the pressure on the company’s India operations as the Indian telecom sector continues to face intense
competition and weak pricing power. For Bharti, this, along with the adverse impact of reduction in Interconnect Usage
Charges and International Termination Charges, have led to steady down-trending of ARPU in India mobile operations to
Rs. 116 in Q4 FY2018 from Rs. 158 in Q4 FY2017. This has offset the healthy subscriber addition, translating into YoY
decline in revenues and OPBDITA. At the same time, the capex has increased significantly (to Rs. 26,818 crore in FY2018
from Rs. 19,875 crore in FY2017) and is guided to remain high as the company has intensified its network expansion and
upgradation in India. Consequently, the debt coverage metrics of the company have moderated with Net Debt / EBITDA
at 3.13x as on March 31, 2018 as against 2.63x as on March 2017. Nevertheless, ICRA takes note of the sizeable inorganic
deleveraging options being explored by the company including dilution of stake in the merged Bharti Infratel Limited
(BIL) and Indus Towers Limited (Indus) over the next 12-18 months; and monetisation of stake in Africa operations. On
the conclusion of the proposed BIL – Indus merger, Bharti would hold between 33.8% and 37.2% in the combined entity,
with potential valuation (on basis of company’s release for merger of BIL and Indus) of around Rs. 36,000 Crore. The
ratings also take into consideration the improvement in Africa operations over the last few quarters, with operating
margins improving from 25.9% in Q4Y2017 to 36.0% in Q4FY2018 on the back of various cost-control initiatives,
customer additions, reducing churn and focus on ARPU accretion. Performance of Africa operations along with cost
control initiatives in India are expected to provide support to the consolidated EBITDA. The longer-term uptick in EBITDA
would hinge on improvement in industry pricing power on the back of a consolidated structure and firm data usage by
the subscribers.
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The ratings continue to take into account Bharti’s established market position in the telecom industry in India, its
integrated telecommunications operations, its diversified presence across geographies and business verticals, economies
of scale with presence in large telecom markets like India and Africa, and 39.5% effective ownership1 by Singapore
Telecommunications Limited’s [rated A1(Stable) by Moody’s Investor Services]. ICRA also takes into consideration the
steps taken by the company over the last two years to consolidate its market position and its spectrum holding, through
acquisition of data centric spectrum and through mergers and acquisition. ICRA also takes note of the steady
improvement in performance of non-mobile India operations as well as Africa operations, which contributed 29% and
22% of consolidated EBITDA respectively in FY2018.
The previous detailed rating rationale is available on the following link: Click here
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Singapore Telecommunications Limited (SingTel) invested Rs. 2,649 crore in BAL’s parent Bharti Telecom Limited through preferential
allotment of shares in March 2018 thereby raising its effective stake in BAL to 39.5%.

2

ANALYST CONTACTS
Sabyasachi Majumdar

Harsh Jagnani

+91-124-4545304
Sabyasachi@icraindia.com

+91-124-4545394
harshj@icraindia.com

Sachin Sachdeva
+91-124-4545307
Sachin.sachdeva@icraindia.com

RELATIONSHIP CONTACT
Mr. L Shivakumar
+91 22 61143406
shivakumar@icraindia.com

MEDIA AND PUBLIC RELATIONS CONTACT
Ms. Naznin Prodhani
Tel: +91 124 4545 860
naznin.prodhani@icraindia.com

Helpline for business queries:
+91-124-2866928 (open Monday to Friday, from 9:30 am to 6 pm)
info@icraindia.com

About ICRA Limited:
ICRA Limited was set up in 1991 by leading financial/investment institutions, commercial banks and financial services
companies as an independent and professional investment Information and Credit Rating Agency.
Today, ICRA and its subsidiaries together form the ICRA Group of Companies (Group ICRA). ICRA is a Public Limited
Company, with its shares listed on the Bombay Stock Exchange and the National Stock Exchange. The international Credit
Rating Agency Moody’s Investors Service is ICRA’s largest shareholder.
For more information, visit www.icra.in

3

ICRA Limited
Corporate Office
Building No. 8, 2nd Floor, Tower A; DLF Cyber City, Phase II; Gurgaon 122 002
Tel: +91 124 4545300
Email: info@icraindia.com
Website: www.icra.in

Registered Office
1105, Kailash Building, 11th Floor; 26 Kasturba Gandhi Marg; New Delhi 110001
Tel: +91 11 23357940-50
Branches
Mumbai
+ (91 22) 24331046/53/62/74/86/87
Chennai
+ (91 44) 2434 0043/9659/8080, 2433 0724/ 3293/3294,
Kolkata
+ (91 33) 2287 8839 /2287 6617/ 2283 1411/ 2280 0008,
Bangalore + (91 80) 2559 7401/4049
Ahmedabad+ (91 79) 2658 4924/5049/2008
Hyderabad + (91 40) 2373 5061/7251
Pune
+ (91 20) 6606 9999

© Copyright, 2018 ICRA Limited. All Rights Reserved.
Contents may be used freely with due acknowledgement to ICRA.
ICRA ratings should not be treated as recommendation to buy, sell or hold the rated debt instruments. ICRA ratings are subject to a process of
surveillance, which may lead to revision in ratings. An ICRA rating is a symbolic indicator of ICRA’s current opinion on the relative capability of the issuer
concerned to timely service debts and obligations, with reference to the instrument rated. Please visit our website www.icra.in or contact any ICRA
office for the latest information on ICRA ratings outstanding. All information contained herein has been obtained by ICRA from sources believed by it to
be accurate and reliable, including the rated issuer. ICRA however has not conducted any audit of the rated issuer or of the information provided by it.
While reasonable care has been taken to ensure that the information herein is true, such information is provided ‘as is’ without any warranty of any
kind, and ICRA in particular, makes no representation or warranty, express or implied, as to the accuracy, timeliness or completeness of any such
information. Also, ICRA or any of its group companies may have provided services other than rating to the issuer rated. All information contained
herein must be construed solely as statements of opinion, and ICRA shall not be liable for any losses incurred by users from any use of this publication
or its contents

4

